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Welcome to the 2024 Colt Cadets
Front Ensemble!

We are so excited to start this season with you! This group grows every year, and we are committed to 
continuing that growth exponentially. This starts with you and your hard work, preparation, and
dedication.

Our main focus this season will be two and four mallet technique and rhythmic achievement. Some 
things to remember: everyone starts in a different place! If you are coming to us with experience, we 
promise to help you find growth. If you are brand new, we promise to give you all the tools you need to 
be successful! Remember,
the work you put in at home in between camps is crucial, and you don’t need a keyboard to get better!
Never hesitate to ask questions, even after you get home.

As you continue your music education with us, make sure to keep an open mind. No one single
approach to this activity is the only approach. Your staff has a very wide variety of experience with
drum corps, marching band, and professional music, as well as many other facets of music and music 
education. Our approach is catered specifically to what we feel is best for this group of musicians. 
Make sure to listen and learn a lot! The staff has a wealth of information to learn from (we continue to 
learn from you and each other as well).

How To Practice

Timing and technique are the most important aspects of playing in a front ensemble. Use a metronome
 EVERY  time you practice! There are many free apps you can download. Practicing with a metronome
will ensure quality rhythm and tempo. It is good to be creative with how you are using the metronome
(downbeats, upbeats, half notes, whole notes, etc...)

Technique will be a large focus for us this season. Be patient! Developing your technique is something
that takes consistent, concentrated, detail-oriented practice. Practice in front of a mirror (whenever
possible.) In addition to practicing on a keyboard, practice on the floor(not pillows!) away from the
instrument. Taking away the element of “correct/incorrect notes” will allow you to focus on the
fundamentals of how you are holding and moving the mallets (and timing, of course.)

Practice slowly. Slow practice develops accuracy and technique. Practicing too fast, and moving along
too quickly, will ingrain poor playing habits and will ultimately result in a bad performance.

The key to success is a consistent practice routine.  Practicing a little each day (15 minutes!) will serve
you better than a few marathon practice sessions. If you cram in a long practice session the night
before  camp, your technique will not develop and your music will be unprepared.
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continue...

-Exercise shown in chromatic progression
- Prepare in all major and minor keys
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